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Herbicide spraying in canals and retention ponds: 

First I must say that the narrative with this question is very misleading and does non take into 
account the actions taken by Sebastian to date.  It is important to remember that the 2019 
moratorium was not just to stop use of Glyphosate, it stopped the use of all chemical agents by 
the city staff and/or contractors.  Within a vary short time red ants and other biological pests 
took over our parks.  

In 2018 the Council, on my recommendation, directed the City Manager to stop using 
Glyphosate as much as possible and to produce a best management practices document for 
pest control within the city.  The City Manager choose to build the document on his own taking 
until early 2020 to present his findings to the Council.  This may seem like a long time but he 
went through a very large learning curve and found that many options were not fully defined.   I
then recommended to the Council and they agreed, to form a committee made up of members 
of our Natural Resources Board and city staff to build on this work and produce a complete pest
management plan.  The city staff recommended adding Dr. Graham Cox to the committee.  
They produced two documents; Pest Management Plan for City Parks and Properties, and Pest 
Management Plan for City's Storm-water Conveyance System.  These documents are available 
on the City's WEB site.  

I suggest that anyone interested in how Sebastian is currently dealing with Pest read the 
documents.  I fully support their recommendations.

Annexation:

2019 was a wild year for the annexation.  It 'failed' because the property owner provided the 
city a map which had five acres missing.  Although I agree that there should have been more 
outreach by the city in 2019. I don't think it would have made a big difference because three 
people running for Council used a lot of misinformaton about the annexation to get elected in 
an off year.  

I am committed to a fully transparent process for the 2022 annexation.  I have been one of the 
biggest proponents for having more open workshops, getting written input from the county, 
and having a more detailed annexation agreement.  I support these actions because I support 
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the annexation and want to see it approved.  The annexation is a good move for Sebastian and 
we need to explain this to our residents.  The process is working well and we will continue to 
communicate with anyone who wants to discuss the annexation.

Sebastian has there own Comp Plan and Land Development Code (LDC) which does not include 
a 'new town' designation, therefore I will not support any reference to it for the annexed area.

Our LDC requires the same open space requirements as the county.  Our 'mixed use' land use 
designation includes a mixture of residential and commercial zoning.  I am comfortable that we 
are protecting the city and it's residents with our Future Land Use Map (FLUM) conditions and 
the annexation agreement.

Relations with the county:

I am not in agreement with people who say that the relationship between Sebastian and the 
Indian River County is broken.  We are two governmental entities with different processes, 
procedures, and codes.  At times the County wants Sebastian to adhere to their rules and we do
not see value to our residents in doing so.  That's 'home rule'.  

Each level of government from Municipal to County to State to Federal will at times try to 
dictate to lower government levels.  Sebastian Council has 'home rule' authority to represent 
it's residents even if it means fighting a higher government level.  It is my responsibility when 
these disputes involve the County government to work with staff and elected officials to 
mitigate the issue without legal action or strain of on our working relationship.  I also am very 
active in the Florida League of Cities advocating for both County and City 'home rule' at the 
state and federal level.

Storm-water management:

As and elected representative of the residents of Sebastian I am always concerned about 
transparency for items before the Council.  Your narrative infers that we do not have public 
transparency or get public input on projects.  I agree that we can always have more open 
workshops but, we do encourage input from residents on all items before the Council.  
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The city has had many storm-water master plans, none of which truly defined the problem with
our storm-water system.  The 2022 plan will identify elevations for the city maintained drainage
ditches, pipes and canals.  With this information the city staff will be able to identify where 
water will flow through the system,  as well as what changes need to be made to make sure it 
goes where it needs to.  The changes may include dredging canals, re-sloping ditches and/or 
under ground pipes.  We will also need to fix or replace the canal walls along a large part of the 
system south of RT 512.

An important thing to remember is that there are many natural low points within the city 
where water gathers during rain events.  These low points are the places were we always have 
standing water and may need some type of mechanical help to move water to the closest ditch 
or canal.  

There is no real comparison between the storm-water issues faced by the County and 
Sebastian.  Sebastian was left with a badly engineered system that has never worked well and 
cleaning up that mess will take commitment and resolve by the Council, city staff and residents.

Septic to Sewer:

Yes, I am in favor of mandatory sewer connections as defined by state law Sec 102-33 thru Sec 
102-35.

Given that, I think the city has a responsibility to cover most of the cost with grants from state, 
federal and water management districts.  I also favor using municipal funding sources which can
be paid back over time by tax assessments or utility system billing.

Sebastian is currently getting ready to do this with the septic systems east of the rail road 
within our CRA.  The city has paid for a engineered system design to remove all septic tanks 
within this area, received first round approval by the county utility for the design and, is in the 
process of Council review of the project.  We plan on taking this to the affected property 
owners soon so we can apply for the grant early next year.
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Sustainable Sebastian:

The Sustainable Sebastian program was approved by Council in mid year 2019, the resolution 
was the result of an effort by the Natural Resources Board and was proposed to Council by me 
in 2018.  The Council approved developing a definition of the programs objectives in early 2019 
and the Natural Resources Board in unison with city staff prepared the resolution which was 
approved in 2019.  

I don't agree that the program is superficial given that it started with no formal commitment 
from the city to take any action affecting the items listed as objectives.
The objectives are:

• Support reduction in single-use plastics.
• Support landscaping practices for lagoon friendly lawns and Florida-friendly landscape.
• Recommend changes to city policies and codes related to Natural Resources.
• Reduce the City's operational carbon footprint.
• Protect and restore water quality be assisting in defining best management practices.
• Promote City's overall livability.

Council must balance the reaction to this program in that for everyone who thinks it is not 
aggressive enough there is someone who thinks it is complete overreach.  My objective in 
sponsoring the program was to begin doing something, anticipating that we would be able to 
grow the program over time.  COVID hit the implementation of things like Litter-quitter in our 
business community hard.  The City is currently looking at landscape codes and has purchased 
it's first hybrid cars, including a police patrol car.

Some progress is better than none.  I will assure anyone that if we had tried in 2019 to be 
aggressive we would not have the program today.

Upgrading the city’s building and tree ordinances:

Slow and easy.  First we need to develop a new Florida-friendly landscape code which is offered
as an alternative to the current code.  The new code needs incentives for developers and 
builders to plant Florida-friendly landscape.
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Second we need to educate the public of the benefits of the new code and after a grace period 
delete the existing code.

Future:

1. The current annexation and future annexations on the southern border of the city.  If 
Sebastian wants to remain a viable city with new commercial and residential growth 
which it controls, we must annex property to our south which will be developed within 
the county.  We will receive none of the tax review while the impact on the city's 
streets, parks and river access will be paid for by city residents.

2. Fixing our storm-water system including the canal walls.
3. Planing the conversion of Sebastian Highlands septic tanks to a central collection 

system.  This will be a multi year project which needs to be planned while grant money 
is available to cover the major improvements to the County Utility which may be needed
to begin connections in Sebastian.  Another component of this is finishing the 
conversion of the CRA septic tanks to the central collection system.
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