
Vero Beach City Council Candidate Questions 
Brooke J. Steinkamp’s Answers  

The following questions were sent to all the candidates and each candidate confirmed receipt 
of them. The answers are unedited by the IRNA and CWC and copied directly from the text 
of the document that we received back. (Some candidates sent their own PDFs.) The 
answers below are the words of the candidates and we hope that their positions on various 
issues help you to know them better. 

The city of Vero Beach has established a Stormwater Utility to generate $1M/year to build 
flood control and water quality improvement projects. So far, it has been funded by CARES 

Act money which will no longer be available in 2023. 
A. Will you vote to fund the Stormwater Utility at the previously approved ERU rate?
B. If you are opposed to the Stormwater Utility, please provide your reasons for your

position. 

Opposed to increasing taxes and fees especially during a time of recession and unprecedented 
inflation.  

I don't think the assessment is fair. Homeowners and businesses who wish to lower their fees 
will have no way of doing so and if they did they will still be faced with the cost of doing so. 
Replacing paved surfaces such as driveways, patios, parking lots, etc. with pavers is costly. 

Referendum on Charter protected property restrictions 
A. Should the marina area be included as a Charter restricted property?

B. Should Charter properties expansion of a certain size be subject to a public vote?

I grew up in Vero Beach. My husband and I moved our family back here because Vero is 
exceptionally unique. Having lived in Chicago, LA and many small towns in between we can 
guarantee there are not many other places like it. Our building restrictions and the city charter 
are what has preserved the character of Vero Beach for so many decades and arguably add to 
its desirability.   

The city organizational chart shows the city residents over city council. Elected officials are 
responsible for acting in the interests of their constituents. Whether you agree or disagree with 
the Vero Beach Preservation Alliance, they have the right to put the question on the ballot and 



followed the law to do so. Their mission is and always has been simply to put it to a vote and 
allow the city residents to decide. 
  
The charter protects publicly owned lands and requiring a vote to build a structure larger than 
500sf simply adds to that protection, but again, the referendum only asks that it be up to the 
city voters to decide.  
  
Things to consider: 
  

1. Should emphasis be placed on marina updates before $7M is spent on increasing the 
size of the dry storage building? A size increase that will require the removal of 
several live oaks.  

2. Should the property where the dry storage building is be placed in the charter and 
afforded the same protections as other charter properties?  

3. The VBPA is asking that city residents simply be allowed to vote on the matter. Their 
citizens’ initiative referendum is just a question on the ballot. The voter can vote 
however they choose. For it or against it.  

4. Referendum language is inherently vague as there are only 75 words allowed on the 
ballot. Just as city council and staff did not place their complete charter language in 
the Three Corners referendum language, neither could VBPA as it simply would not 
fit. The accusation that the language is too ambiguous is hypocritical of staff and 
council. City council as well as city staff had ample opportunity to clarify to the 
community how referendums work and how the charter language is written but 
chose not to do so. Any misinformation is on them. 

 
Charter protected properties can be leased for civic, recreational or cultural purposes. The slow 
development creep we are seeing now could worsen in the future. Charter properties are 
owned by the residents of the city of Vero Beach, the more we protect them, the more we 
protect our lagoon, public lands and the nonprofits using these lands to provide incredible 
services to our community. 
 

Three Corners 
A. Do you support the Three Corner Commission’s recommended plan for the old power plant 

site? 
B. If not, what would you like to see happen at the three corners? 

C. How will you make your vision a reality? (Please be as specific as possible.) 
D. Do you support the referendum on the Three Corners? (former power plant property) 

 
It’s up to the voter. It is public property and is owned by the residents of Vero Beach. It only 
matters what the residents want and what they asked for. I think everyone wants something to 
happen there, what that will be is now up to the voters.  



 
Things to note: 

1. Residents previously voted to place this property in the city charter to be used for a 
recreational, cultural and/or civic purpose. The public lands listed in the city charter may 
not be sold, leased or gifted unless approved by the city voters. City council can lease 
charter protected properties for recreational, civic and cultural purposes including 
incidental concessions without a referendum. If the intent is to create a public space 
dedicated to recreational, artistic and cultural purposes as stated in the proposed 
charter language, why do we need this referendum at all? 

2. The referendum itself does not necessarily guarantee the plan as designed by DPZ and 
Mr. Duany; it does remove the protections placed on the property and allows city 
council to decide on a developer and which items from the plan will be built. i.e. not 
everything on the plan is guaranteed. In the city’s referendum language and throughout 
the planning process it has consistently been referred to as a “concept” plan.  

3. If the three corners referendum is passed, the city residents no longer have any input on 
which developer will be chosen or which items from the plan will be included in the 
developer’s project. Those decisions will lie solely with the ever changing city council, 
i.e. a city council vote of 3 to 2.  

4. The initial survey conducted showed the majority of city residents wanted the plan to be 
environmentally conscious, they asked for park and green space, recreation (Pickleball, 
volleyball, skatepark, etc.) and restaurants. City staff and council have stated on record 
that it will be up to the developer to build these items. The city will give no money to 
these projects and said it will be up to the developer to build and maintain. The financial 
feasibility consultant recommended moving all recreation off of the north portion of the 
3 corners property. 

 
The best public spaces are built in phases and created over time as a community uses and 
enjoys the space allowing for thoughtful and creative additions that serve the interests of the 
community. 
 
 
 
Research has proven that septic systems are one of the main culprits for the polluted state of 

the Indian River Lagoon, the demise of the seagrass beds and resulting starvation of the 
manatees.  The STEP System can provide connection to sewer for homes and businesses 

throughout the City. 
A. What do you think the city can do to increase the speed of adoption of the STEP system? 

B. Will you support mandatory STEP connection for septic systems on the barrier island? The 
mainland?  C. How would you aid those homeowners  in neighborhoods that are 

economically constrained? 
 



The declining health of the Indian River Lagoon can be attributed to a number of factors 
including septic, runoff and natural occurrences which are out of our control such as a harsh 
winter in 2009 followed by drought in 2010 when the lagoon began to rapidly decline and now 
recently with the salinity levels dropping and turbidity and phosphates rising after Hurricane 
Ian.  
 
The STEP system and stormwater fee are just two solutions both of which come at the 
taxpayers expense. The city had an opportunity to partner with a company that plants 
protected seagrass beds to filter the water, the cost to start was just $60k- $120k with grant 
application assistance, the city declined stating there was no funding for the project. Instead 
city council voted to implement the stormwater tax and later voted to build a $7M boat storage 
building on the lagoon.  
 
Furthermore, The state of Florida is giving more attention to wastewater treatment facilities 
than ever before. We can and we should exhaust all grant and funding opportunities available 
through state and federal programs as well as partnerships with private entities specializing in 
cleaning waterways before placing the burden on taxpayers. The city should be applying for 
grants to assist in the transition from septic to sewer. It is typically required to have in hand 
50% of the funds necessary to complete the project, that said, there are steps the city can take 
in order to receive priority for grant funding and even to receive a full grant for some projects. 
The Wastewater Grant Program gives first priority to projects that subsidize the connection of 
septic to wastewater treatment facilities. So far the city has only incentivized the transition. 
Second priority is given to “any expansion of a collection or transmission system that promotes 
efficiency by planning the installation of wastewater transmission facilities to be constructed 
concurrently with other construction projects occurring within or along a transportation facility 
right-of-way.”, so it would seem according to current plans that the city is well primed to apply 
for these grants. 
 
Many of our residents are living on a fixed or low income; the median household income for the 
city of Vero Beach is roughly $50K. It would not be right to mandate STEP connection without 
some sort of incentive or subsidization. It’s like telling everyone to go buy an electric car. 
Sounds great in theory and would help but would also be a very heavy burden on those who 
can not afford it. Other options to consider are plants in stormwater ponds to filter that water, 
clam beds in the lagoon, native landscaping etc.. 
 
 

There have been several environmental and quality of life issues raised regarding the 
expansion/improvement of the Marina.  How would you engage the citizenry more 

effectively to build consensus around the project? 



The marina needs improvements, there is no question about that. Another workshop with 
market analysis and an environmental impact study should take place. Now that we are out of 
the covid era we can expect more involvement and participation from residents.  
 
Are there really that many boat owners in the city of Vero Beach who need dry boat storage? 
How many people are on the waitlist for dry storage or slips at the Marina and how old are 
those applications? What is the true environmental impact of such an expansion? What impact 
would such development and increased boat traffic have on the lagoon? $7M is a hefty price 
tag, we really need to know the answers to these questions and have the market research to 
justify it before committing to such an expensive project. 
 
 
Recently Low Impact and other sustainable development incentives have been brought up in the city. 

A. What is your take on these? 
B. What kinds of incentives would you like to see implemented, if any? 

 
Again, if water quality and the environment are truly important to the city council then the city 
could start by taming their plans for maximum development at the city marina and three 
corners. Both located on the lagoon and both are set for maximum development. Anything set 
for maximum/commercial/mixed use/retail development is contradictory to sustainability but 
especially when these sites sit directly on the Indian River Lagoon. Taking natural landscapes 
and turning them into built forms whether done sustainably or not is still contradictory to the 
earth’s natural state and thus inevitably results in some impact on the environment. 
 
Offering incentives or subsidizations for homeowners seeking to improve their home and cut 
costs while decreasing their carbon footprint is a great way to promote sustainability. New 
development projects that give precedence to permeable concrete, native plants, solar and so 
on is preferred, however, manipulating the city’s existing zoning code and sustainable 
development incentives for maximum density or in order to benefit investors is alarming and 
should be subject to scrutiny. 
 
 

A large portion of Vero Beach is located in a high hazard flood area. 
A. What, if anything, do you think Vero Beach needs to do to mitigate sea level rise? 

B.  What kinds of projects/plans do you want to see the city undertake? 
C.  How might our building regulations be updated to prepare for sea level rise? 

 
We need to partner up and work together on this. One municipality with a population of 16,700 
people can not stop the seas from rising but we can set an example by partnering with others 
who have the same goal.  
 



The city’s comprehensive plan states we should partner with nonprofits. I would encourage 
partnerships with nonprofits as well as private businesses that have real solutions to solve 
these issues. Why doesn’t the city have recycling cans at our public beaches and parks? Seems 
like a simple change that would set a perfect example and get us moving in the right direction.  
 
We need to come together as a community to work toward these goals. City council members, 
generally speaking, are not scientists but they do make policy. We need council members who 
are willing to put ego and special interest aside and seek advice from the experts to find actual 
solutions rather than work arounds. 
 
 

City ordinances  that regulate  fertilizer applications, require  a containment  barrier at 
construction sites, require a plant barrier in front of water bodies, etc.  were enacted to 

prevent further run off pollution but are rarely enforced. How do you propose better 
enforcement? 

 
State law prohibiting anonymous code violation complaints may have played a role in enforcing 
the city’s ordinances. Regular patrol of construction sites throughout the year and 
neighborhoods during the months of June-September to look for any use of fertilizers would 
help.  
 
Newcomers to Vero Beach as well as existing residents may not be aware of the restrictions 
placed on fertilizer usage, educating the public about the restrictions should be the first step. 
Adding a message to the city’s website homepage is one option. Incentivizing code 
enforcement employees would be another. 
 
 

What do you think are the three most urgent, far reaching, and challenging policy issues 
facing the City of Vero beach over the next 5 years? 

 
 

Safety of our parks, public spaces and neighborhoods 
Thoughtful development 
Quality of life 
 
My husband and I are raising the future right here in Vero Beach and we want them to 
experience Vero in the way I experienced it and our forefathers intended. We have lived all 
over the country and chose to settle in Vero Beach. That says a lot. We moved back because it 
is quiet and bursting with charm. We have amazing locally owned businesses and a history that 
contributes to Vero’s uniqueness.  
 



Can we improve our community without destroying what makes it so special? I believe we can 
if we come together as a community to support each other and preserve what makes Vero Vero 
while improving upon our most valued assets.  
 
It would seem that there are a number of issues facing our city which will undoubtedly impact 
our future. What impact will commercial retail development have on our locally owned 
businesses and is the current city council considering that? Having owned a local business I can 
attest that Vero Beach has a very delicate economy and any other local business owner can tell 
you the same.  
 
As the city and county continue to grow and city council continues to lease, develop and 
privatize its parks and open spaces we need to stop and think about what that means for the 
future of our city. More residents, less open public spaces, crowded beaches, traffic issues, 
commercial chain competition for local business owners, etc.. Is this what our residents, new 
and old, envision for Vero Beach? It’s up to the voter. 
 
I am not a politician and I have no political aspirations or special interests. My motivation for 
running is to serve the community and preserve our quality of life in Vero Beach.  
 


