
Sebastian City Council Candidate Questions 
Louise Kautenburg’s Answers 

The following questions were sent to all the candidates and each candidate confirmed 
receipt of them. The answers are unedited by the IRNA and CWC and copied directly from 
the text of the document that we received back. (Some candidates sent their own PDFs.) The 
answers below are the words of the candidates and we hope that their positions on various 
issues help you to know them better. 

Glyphosate has been implicated as a cause of cancer in humans.   The city had a moratorium 
in place that banned its use of glyphosate herbicide spraying in the past. However, 

Glyphosate is not the only bad chemical used in spraying. Will you vote to ban the city's use 
of other toxic synthetic chemicals on public property such as the canals and the stormwater 
retention ponds? If not, can you think of an alternative to the spraying to deal with pollution 

and damages caused to our environment and likely public health by chemical spraying? 

Sebastian is using an Integrated Pest Management program & Best Practices method of dealing 
with canals & retention ponds currently.  The citizens resources committee devised the plan in 
conjunction with city staff.  A balance between a perfect solution and a reasonably effective, 
affordable program has been reached.  I am sure that the future will bring improvements that 
can and will be made.  The committee of concerned citizens have credible back rounds in 
dealing with the specific issues. 

The Graves Bros. annexation is back in front of the city council, almost twice as big as the 
failed initial proposal two years ago. 

A. Will you as a city council member ensure that there is a fully transparent review process
for any new Graves Bros. proposal? 

B. How would you rate the process so far and how would you improve it?
C. Will you advocate for the city and the developer to follow the county's New Town rules
and designate half of the annexation property for conservation and open space protection

purposes as has been done in other large annexations, especially in Fellsmere? 

Part A; the council is made up of five members.  As only one person I could not make personal 
assurances.  I can state that in my experience in over 10yrs. Serving on the Planning & Zoning 
Board, there has never been a time when discussions or decisions have been made without 
fully transparent review processes.  Sadly, those advertised meetings are rarely attended by 
members of the public.  



Part B; The process has been open, and generous including meetings, by Planning & Zoning and 
Council, inviting citizen participation in person and via Zoom, and several open workshops as 
well.  I feel the process is appropriate.  
Part C.  Sebastian already has ordinances in place which require 50% of the land be used as 
open space & conservation, and including acceptable buffers, etc.   
 
 
 

 
What will you do as a city council member to mend and improve relations with the county 
administration and what do you see as the City’s relationship with the County and what it 

should be? 
 

More interaction will be a plus in developing mutual respect.  It would also be helpful if some of 
the county meetings were held outside of normal work hours.   
 

 
The city is investing in a new stormwater management plan. There will be many controversial 
and expensive recommendations in this plan.  In due course the city will be spending millions 

of dollars on projects to improve stormwater management. As a council member what will 
you do to improve public transparency, to gather public input on expensive projects that will 

impact people's lives and homes?  Finally, how do you compare how the County maintains 
and operates it stormwater facilities vs. how the City does 

 
Stormwater management is a moving target. Sebastian has spent many years reacting to crisis 
situations.  Reconstruction of a poorly designed and installed system by General Development 
will take time and money but we are now working with a plan, which is the proper way to make 
meaningful progress. I am certain that, the plan will require periodic updates as conditions 
evolve. 

 
 

A. Are you in favor of mandatory sewer connections where sewer lines are available? 
B. Should the City offer any financial aid to help connect those homes that are house 

residents who are not financially able to afford up-front costs, i.e. financed through utility 
bill, obtain grant funding, etc. 

 
 
 

Part A: Yes, I am in favor of mandatory connection to sewer lines where available. 



Part B; There are a number of CDBG grants available for just this sort of issue.  City staff will 
gladly assist citizens in obtaining these grants.   
 

 
 

The city’s natural resources committee has drafted and partly implemented a plan to 
encourage sustainable behavior in many things its residents and departments do. Some argue 

that this program is merely superficial and does not get to the heart of creating a truly 
sustainable community. What would you do to make this a truly effective sustainability 

program? 
 

Again, this should be an ongoing program that will evolve.  Many elements other than natural 
resources contribute to a “sustainable” city.   
 
 

 
How would you suggest these ordinances can be updated to require reducing residential and 

commercial lawns in favor of native vegetation species and protecting and planting native 
tree species? 

 
Upgrading the city’s building and tree ordinances:  The new comp. plan adopted by the city this 
year includes encouragements toward the use of more native species.  A periodic update of 
approved species of trees is a good idea and I would support this.   The city does require each 
new residence have 7 trees in place prior to occupancy.   
 

 
 

What do you think are the three most urgent, far-reaching and challenging issues facing the 
city over the next four years? 

 
In my view, the three most urgent, far-reaching, & challenging issues facing the city over the 
next 4 yrs., not necessarily in order of importance are: 

1. A housing supply which is sound, secure, obtainable and affordable to people who 
work in Sebastian.  

2. Improved storm water management   
3. Quality of life issues balancing citizen needs for housing, ease of travel, recreation, 

with fiscal responsibility  
4. Continuing efforts to maintain and improve “clean river” programs 


